
 

 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Repatriation – Berlin, Germany 

Media Logistics 

Handover ceremony 

The ceremony will be hosted by the Berlin Ethnological Museum in Berlin on:  

 Thursday 5 December 2024 at 11:00 CET Berlin, Germany 

 Thursday 5 December 2024 at 21:00 AEDT Canberra, Australia 

 Thursday 5 December 2024 at 20:00 AEST Queensland, Australia 

Returning collecting institutions 

 Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation 

 State Museum of Nature and People, Oldenburg 

Key speakers: 

 Hermann Parzinger, Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation 

 H. E. Ms Natasha Smith, Ambassador of Australia to Germany 

 Lars-Christian Koch, Director of the Ethnological Museum and Museum of Asian Art 

 Christina Barilaro, Deputy Director of the State Museum for Nature and People in Oldenburg 

 Tomson Stephen, Ugar Island Community Representative 

 Fr Daniel Stephen, Ugar Island Community Representative 

 Rocky Stephen, Ugar Island Community Representative 

 Yessie Mosby, Ugar Island Community Representative 

Ceremony Footage  

Images and video of the handover ceremony will be made available after the handover ceremony. 

Interview Candidates – Berlin 

 Hermann Parzinger, Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation 

 Lars-Christian Koch, Director of the Ethnological Museum and Museum of Asian Art 

 Christina Barilaro, Deputy Director of the State Museum for Nature and People in Oldenburg 

 H. E. Ms Natasha Smith, Ambassador to Germany, Australian Embassy, Berlin 

 Ugar Island Community Representatives may be available for interview in Berlin, Germany. 

Tomson Stephen, Ugar Island Community Representative, Torres Strait, Queensland 

Quotes Attributable  

“Returning ancestors to Country is part of the process to progress healing and truth-telling in 
Australia of the past injustices to First Nations People. The return our Ugaram Le Omasker ancestors 
is significant for our community as it will bring healing and peace to our people and ancestors.” 



 

 

 

Sereako Stephen, Ugar Island Community Representative, Torres Strait, Queensland 

Quotes Attributable  

“It is time to return our ancestors to their descendants and their community. These ancestors were 
removed without consent, and now they are coming home. We thank everyone who has been 
involved in this journey of returning our ancestors back to their Traditional Custodians and Country, 
as this is true reconciliation in action.”  

Official Media Release  

An official media release will be issued by the Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for the Arts and the 
Senator the Hon. Malarndirri McCarthy, Minister for Indigenous Australians.  

Media Contact 

Monday to Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm (AEDT) | E media@infrastructure.gov.au | P +61 2 6136 8112 

Media Background 

This Repatriation  

 The Australian Government welcomes the return of five ancestors from two collecting 

institutions in Germany at a joint handover ceremony hosted by the Ethnological Museum of 

Berlin on Thursday 5 December 2024 at 11:00 CET. 

 The Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation will return three ancestors: 

o Two Ugaram Le Omasker ancestors with provenance to community will be returned to 

community representatives. 

o One ancestor with state provenance will be returned under Australian Government 

stewardship. 

 The State Museum of Nature and People, Oldenburg will return two ancestors: 

o Two ancestors with state provenance will be returned under Australian Government 

stewardship. 

 Collectively, these ancestors were removed from Australia between 130 and 140 years ago. 

 Community representatives from Ugar Island, Torres Strait, Queensland have travelled to Berlin, 

Germany to receive their ancestors and accompany them home. 

Summary of Repatriation in Germany 

 Over the past 10 years institutions and private holders in Germany have become increasingly 

active in engaging in repatriation discussions and supporting the return of ancestors to Australia. 

 Since 2013, German collecting institutions have returned over 162 ancestors to Australia.  

 The German Government has demonstrated an ongoing commitment to the repatriation of 

ancestors and cultural heritage material.  

o In early 2019, the Culture Ministers of Germany’s 16 states, agreed to create conditions 

for the repatriation of artefacts in public collections and to prioritise the return of 

ancestors. 



 

 

 

o In May 2019 the Directors of Ethnographic Museums in German Speaking Countries 

attended the 2019 Annual Conference where they issued a statement supporting 

repatriation, restitution and other forms of consensual and respectful agreements. 

 The German Government has continued to support the advocacy efforts of the Australian 

Government to enable further repatriations of ancestors and cultural heritage material held in 

Germany. 

Australian Government’s Commitment to Repatriation of Ancestors 

 The Australian Government’s National Cultural Policy - Revive, a place for every story, a story for 

every place acknowledges the importance of respecting and promoting the rights of First Nations 

people to continue pursuing, in a culturally sensistive way, the return of First Nations ancestors 

and cultural heritage material from overseas, and domestically the return of ancestors and 

secret sacred objects in Australia’s major museums.  

 The ongoing negotiations and facilitation of international repatriations demonstrates the 

government's commitment to upholding the principles of the United Nation’s Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and recognising that the return of ancestors is a basic human right 

of indigenous peoples. 

 The government maintains its commitment to progressing ongoing repatriation discussions, 

undertaking research to identify and locate ancestors held overseas and facilitating the return of 

ancestors held overseas.  

Summary of International Repatriation  

 The Australian Government has supported the repatriation of ancestors from overseas for over 

30 years.  

 After this return, approximately 1,735 ancestors will have been returned from overseas 

collecting instutions and private holders in 10 countries since 1990. This includes 162 ancestors 

returned from Germany. 

 The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the 

Arts works closely with First Nations communities to inform repatriation discussions. 

 The total number of ancestors held overseas is unknown but it is understood many overseas 

collecting institutions and private holders are caring for ancestors.  

 The Australian Government is committed to progressing research to identify and locate 

ancestors held overseas and to facilitate their return. 

 There has been a positive change in collection ethics with many institutions and private holders 

becoming more proactive in repatriation discussions. 

Further Information 

www.arts.gov.au/what-we-do/cultural-heritage/indigenous-repatriation  


	Quotes Attributable
	Quotes Attributable
	This Repatriation
	Summary of Repatriation in Germany
	Australian Government’s Commitment to Repatriation of Ancestors
	Summary of International Repatriation
	Further Information

